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Powerfuel Portland’s Response to Professor Tony Walter’s letter to Dorset Council 

18/02/2019 

Statement from Steve McNab, Director, Powerfuel Portland: 

Professor Tony Walter’s letter to Dorset Council, published online by the Dorset Echo, expresses concerns raised in
a recent report that energy recovery facilities, such as the one proposed on Portland, undermine recycling efforts.
The Professor raises some important points and his central argument may be true for some projects but it simply
does not apply in our case.  

Therefore we are happy to provide the reassurance that the Professor requests.  The residents of Dorset and DWP
have achieved good waste recycling levels.  These will not be harmed by Dorset hosting a state-of-the-art energy
recovery facility to deal with residual wastes that cannot be recycled. In her report A Burning Problem: How
Incineration is Stopping Recycling, Baroness Jenny Jones of the Green Party, refers to the “many councils (who
have) signed up to long term contracts with incinerators and my research shows that these have some of the worst
recycling rates in the country.” 

That report correctly identifies that many of the existing energy from waste plants in the UK have been developed
under long-term “private finance initiative” (PFI) waste contracts. In those cases the plants were procured by local
authorities to manage waste streams.   Multi-million pound public subsidies were allocated to support some of those
projects, but despite such financial support, the PFI contract structures expected councils to guarantee a certain
level of waste to the private sector operator or face penalties, which allegedly has led to some Councils discouraging
recycling to maintain volumes.

The proposed facility at Portland is different, in that it will be an independent ‘merchant’ facility.  This means that it will
not be built to manage a particular waste stream but will be available for any residual waste, domestic or commercial,
that is currently being exported out of the county or sent to landfill.  It has no public subsidy.  The plant’s location at
the Port, that has a need for energy and power, means it should be able to maintain optimal performance even if
Dorset improves recycling further.  

While recycling rates in Dorset have improved and are at an all-time high of nearly 60%, there is still a huge amount
of non-recyclable waste that is produced. Dorset Council’s Waste Plan shows that this is expected to grow. Powerfuel
Portland will process the genuine residue after maximum recycling has been done by the person that has created
the waste and the waste collection authority. It will not reduce or discourage recycling.   

Rather than simply landfilling this waste or exporting it long distance for use as fuel (as currently), Powerfuel Portland
will generate low carbon and partially renewable energy from processing the waste. The solid residue left from the
process (known as ‘bottom ash’) is further processed and additional recyclate is recovered from it, especially metals.
This bottom ash residue follows strict protocols to ensure it is safe in use, normally blended with raw natural
aggregate for use in road building and concrete block manufacturing.   In fact, that additional metal recovered from
the ash residue, and the reuse of that ash, will improve the overall recovery and recycling performance for waste that
is currently sent to landfill out of the County.

This approach helps to divert waste from landfill. A significant portion of the fuel for the proposed facility will come
from renewable organic material in the residual waste which, if landfilled, creates methane gas that is over 25 times
worse than carbon dioxide in terms of forcing climate change. Powerfuel Portland’s proposed facility recovers it in a
relatively clean way, using a proven process which is all safely regulated by the Environment Agency.  

The facility will have carbon emissions, but Powerfuel aims to make this a net zero carbon emission facility, which we
believe would be the first of its kind in the UK. Appropriate for dealing with waste in the era of climate emergency.


